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them to stave off the failure. They are lazy and passive
and make no provision for to-morrow, but leave it for
God to provide. They have carried their nomad habits
into a stationary life and hence have the same lack of
stability that is a marked characteristic of the nomad
life of the British ruling class in India. As all the people
of the Near East, they lack the power of sustained action.
The ordinary humdrum routine of life has no interest
for them ; but, as they have again and again shown in
their history, in the moment of utter defeat and despair
they will gird up their loins and do great things.
And in this Islam has aided the national character.
For Islam can raise barbarians at a bound to great
heights and rouse the sluggard to brilliant enthusiasm,
but it cannot sustain them. It has always meant war
and force. It has brutalized and degraded again those
it has raised. It has shut out from life the softening
influence of cultured women and it has failed to create
among its women ideals and aspirations and the ability
to pass them to their children.
But Islam is a great force in the lives of the Turks.
It is intensely human and it enters into the personal
detail of each man's life. It decides his hygiene and
his eating and his habits. It is full of common sense
and rules for his health. The actions of the daily
prayers are gymnastic exercises, that will cure an over-
filled stomach. Because Islam is a real part of their
lives the Moslems profess it openly and pray in public
without embarrassment. It has been blamed for keep-
ing women shut up and veiled and so debasing them
to the level of animals. The Koran contains no authority